
WHAT'S HAPPENING AT 

Recruiting season is here.  We look forward to
accepting 30 motivated females entering their
senior year.  Applications for the P2S program are
due on Feb. 28th.  Along with recruiting, we are
launching our newest program Freshman Flight
Boosters.  Approximately 30% of college freshman
drop out before their sophomore year.  Whether
it is Trade School, a 4-year college, or any other
type of continuing education, we want to see our
graduates complete their education.   In an effort
to support this mission, we have developed a
yearlong program that pairs our first-year college
students with Boosters (mentors) who can
provide knowledge and resources to overcome
and/or bypass barriers the 1st year students may
face. Students can discuss concerns or challenges
they are facing while gaining support, direction,
and connectivity from their Booster.  We look
forward to measuring the results of the new
program.  Last but not least in other news, we
have been approached by future leader Kailyn
Grant who has offered to teach a class on coding.  
"The Python Powered by Girls Initiative" is an
introductory programming class started by girls,
for girls that aims to get students more
comfortable with computer science. Kailyn states,
"I want to help students challenge the notion that
coding is “too difficult” or “too nerdy” to learn."
Says Kailyn.  The class will be conducted in
January and will hopefully give our students a
useful skill they can add to their resume.
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Happy New Year!

Do you know a rising senior whowould be perfect for our P2Sprogram? 
 

 If they can meet the requirements have them reachout to demetria.horton@aumfoundationusa.orgfor an application! 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT 

Kailyn Grant teaches Python Coding 
to our AUM Mentees

 
The Python Powered by Girls Initiative is an
introductory programming class started by girls,
for girls that aims to get students more
comfortable with computer science. In this class, I
want to help students challenge the notion that
coding is “too difficult” or “too nerdy” to learn. I
also wish to provide an avenue for the youth to
develop an interest in computer science and
programming, because it is very often overlooked
as a possible career choice among young women.
The class starts with a brief introduction on the
history of computer science, and why programming
is becoming an increasingly important skill to
possess in the workplace. Computer programming
can be used in any setting, from art and design, to
engineering and medicine, to finance. The course
then moves on to basic python programming,
where students will be able to code and run their
own programs to test their knowledge. By the end
of Python Powered by Girls, the goal is that
students will have gained a better idea of what
career they wish to pursue, as well as basic
knowledge of a language used in almost all job
fields. This three month long course will show
students that computer science is nothing to be
afraid of; it’s actually a skill that they can use
throughout their entire lives!

My name is KeAnna Dakwa and I am a
Junior Civil Engineering Major at
Tennessee State University. I am also a
member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated where I hold the position
of Treasurer. In addition to managing my
own hair braiding operation, I have been
offered several internships in the states
of Ohio, South Carolina, And Michigan. I
know that if it weren’t for the
professional etiquette skills I learned in
P2S’s classes, I would not have had the
knowledge that I need to survive in a
corporate world today. The most fun
and most beneficial class that I
attended as a member of P2S was the
Mock Interview Class. I hope to continue
my involvement with this wonderful
organization in the everlasting future!”

Studies

Python Powered by Girls! 
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KeAnna Dawka
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at

Samira McClendon reports on
her Job Shadowing Opportunity

with Col. Fincke
 

Col. Fincke provided me with some
great advice on my path to become
an astronaut! Here's some advice he
gave me which could be helpful to
you guys as well, "Don't be afraid to
contact your admissions council!
Since all of us are young adults, it
might seem intimidating to contact
someone else for information. But,
we all need to make connections!
Your admissions council relationship
is a great why to introduce yourself
to your preferred colleges and make
a great impression. Secondly, take
your ACT and SAT as many times as
you can! The only thing you can 
do to is try! And who knows,
your hard work might pay off 
and you'll get a better 
score! Finally, DREAM BIG!! You 
are the only one in control of
your life path as an adult.
Accomplish what you think is 
fun for you and be great at it.

Col. Michael Fincke
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DECEMBER'S
ENRICHMENT CLASS

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT 

Conflict is unavoidable, but there are tips and tools you can use
to navigate conflict. Learning these skills early on can help to
make life tremendously easier.  Last month our students
learned from the wonderful Kristin Scroggins, owner of
GenWHY communication and lecturer at UAH, on how to
manage conflict effectively. From exercises in implicit bias to
understanding the true meaning in any argument, our girls
were able to gain invaluable insight on why conflict arises and
how to deescalate any situation. 

We are so grateful to Mrs. Kristin Scroggins for her generosity
in imparting her knowledge to our students!

C O N F L I C T  R E S O L U T I O N

Alka’s mission immediately struck a chord
with me. Growing up in the 60s, and early
70s, girls were groomed to “know their
place” and our measurement of success
was how “well we married.” It was nearly
impossible to find a successful female
mentor. In fact, my parents often told me
to quit the work I was doing, because “I
would never find a man to take care of
me.” Many years later, as the CEO of
DEFTEC Corporation, a successful
defense contractor, I am 
compelled to help 
young women find 
their voice early 
and help empower 
their dreams for 
independence – 
both financially 
and socially.

DEFTEC is honored to support Pathway 2
Success, Barbara Reeder, CEO and
Founder of DEFTEC Corporation.

I grew up in a home where I
witnessed Domestic Violence and I
yearned for someone outside of my
family to encourage me. AUM creates
a space for mentors to empower and
be an inspiration in the lives of young
women and I’m thankful to be a small
piece in my mentees story.

Mentors and Mentees share why they support AUMMentors and Mentees share why they support AUM

CANEEKA MILLER
2020-2021 AUM MENTOR

CODDIE JONES
2020-2021 MENTEE

The reason I chose to apply toThe reason I chose to apply to

P2S is because it was anP2S is because it was an

opportunity I didn’t want toopportunity I didn’t want to

miss and I wanted to gain manymiss and I wanted to gain many

things such as knowledge,things such as knowledge,

confidence, job opportunity,confidence, job opportunity,

and lessons on life.and lessons on life.
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Thank you to our class speaker
K R I S T I N  S T R O G G I N S ,  OWN E R  O F  G E NWH Y  
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Women & Wine
APRIL 24, 2021

TICKET SALES

BEGIN 

FEB 202
1  

join us for a intimatejoin us for a intimatejoin us for a intimate

night of w ine ,  horsnight of w ine ,  horsnight of w ine ,  hors

d 'oeuvres ,  music ,  &d 'oeuvres ,  music ,  &d 'oeuvres ,  music ,  &

inspirationinspirationinspiration    
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